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SPECIAL CITIZENS’ REVENUE REVIEW AND  

ECONOMIC COMPETITIVENESS COMMISSION  

  

MEETING MINUTES FOR 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2010, AT 5:30 P.M. 

CONFERENCE ROOM A (12TH FLOOR), 

202 C STREET, SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 

 
Meeting called to order at 5:38 PM by Chair Bob Nelson. 

 

Commissioners Present:   Barros, Standifird, Morton, Nelson, Bonnano, Moser, Singh 

 

Commissioners Absent:  Gin 

 

NON-AGENDA PUBLIC COMMENT:  None. 

 

COMMISSION COMMENTS:  None. 

 

COUNCILMEMBER, CITY ATTORNEY, IBA, CITY AUDITOR AND MAYORAL STAFF COMMENT:  

None. 

 

ADOPTION AGENDA:   Action not required. 

  

INFORMATION/DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

ITEM-1 Discussion: Presentation from the Economic Development Corporation on Economic 

Competitiveness 

  

 The region needs to identify/establish a leadership group to integrate input, 

create action agendas, establish a framework for sustaining action, and create 

metrics to measure success. 

 Systemic reform preferable to incentives. 

 California’s problems a big overhang to economic development. 

 We need data-driven regional approaches.  Benchmarking removes ideology 

from decision making – make initiatives bi-partisan or non-partisan. 

 Best practices are worth studying. 

 Infrastructure investment is critical – EDC endorses SANDAG projection: 

300,000 new housing units by 2030. This growth is essential to our future –not a 

choice.  Two-thirds of workforce in innovation clusters come from outside.  

California. Employers say housing is major competitive disadvantage. 

 New strategies for housing need to focus on smaller, in-fill projects, higher land-

use intensity, and sound transit options. 

  

 

 

ITEM-2 Discussion: Update on revenues from comparative cities from the Center for Policy 

Initiative: The Bottom Line Report 

 

 City of San Diego continues to lag behind other large cities in California in most 

general fund revenue sources, including property tax, sales tax, transient 

occupancy tax, utility users’ tax, trash fee/tax and business license fee/tax.  

 The city was taking in more revenue in 2006-09 than it was in 2002-03, but much 
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less than other cities, though, the regional economy was doing well. 

  

ITEM-3 Commission discussion on City Revenue Options 

  

STANDING ITEMS/ UPDATES: 

  

ITEM-4 Revenue Audit 

  

ITEM-5 Public Input (Citizen’s Survey) 

  

ITEM-6 Economic Competitiveness 

  

ITEM-7 Linkage Fees 

  

ITEM-8 Peer Review 

 

 

ACTION ITEMS:  None. 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM by Chairman Bob Nelson.  

 

 

Bob Nelson 

Chair 

 


